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SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

PLANNING COMMITTEE
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF REGENERATION AND PLACE 

Applications to be determined by the council on behalf 
of the South Downs National Park Authority

1 August 2019

SECTION 1 – SCHEDULE OF APPLICATION RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Item 01

Report to Planning Committee
Date 1 August 2019
By Director of Planning
Local Authority East Hampshire District Council
Application 

Number
SDNP/19/02672/CND

Applicant Mrs Lucy Whittle
Application Variation of condition 2 of SDNP/18/05955/FUL to allow the 

installation of fencing panels, the extension of existing 
fencing on the north and south side and a change of the roof 
netting size

Address The Green, Bramble Road, Petersfield, GU31 4HL

Recommendation: That the application be Approved for the reasons and 
subject to the conditions set out in paragraph 10 of this report.

Executive Summary

East Hampshire District Council is the applicant for this application, therefore under the 
Councils Constitution it is referred to the Planning Committee for determination.

The Monitoring Officer confirms that this proposal has been dealt with in accordance with the
Council's procedures for handling planning proposals submitted by or on behalf of Council 
Members and Staff.



1 Site Description

The Green is located south of Bramble Road in Petersfield. The site is located within 
the Settlement Policy Boundary and within the Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan Area. 
The surrounding area is residential. The green itself backs on to several gardens, 
which have a variety of boundary treatments from mature hedgerows to 1.8 metre high 
closed boarded fences.

As existing, the green consists of a football pitch which is surrounded by 3.6 metre high 
'V' guard panels. The panels were inserted around the pitch in 2013 under permitted 
development.

2 Proposal

Planning permission was previously granted for a roof net to be situated over the 
existing football pitch (SDNP/18/05955/FUL). The net was required to ensure that 
footballs stay inside the football pitch. The previously permitted roof included five 
additional steel posts measuring approximately 3.6 metres high and two additional 
steel posts measuring 6 metres high. The net included galvanized wire to be installed 
horizontally across the top of the fencing around the circumference of the pitch. 
Galvanized wire was also proposed to be fixed across the pitch from the two 6 metre 
high posts. 50mm mesh x 2mm twine MUGA net was to be attached to the top of the 
posts.

This application seeks to vary condition 2 of the previous planning permission, to allow 
the substitution of plans. 

The alterations would result in the majority of the west elevation of the football pitch 
being enclosed. The works would include 9 additional 3.6 metre high posts and 8 extra 
V guard panels. 

Alterations would also include an additional 3.6 metre high post on both the north and 
south elevation of the pitch, to allow for an additional V guard panel on each side. 

The applicant also seeks to amend the size of the 50mm mesh x 2mm twine net to one 
which measures 120mm x 2mm. The amendment to the size of the net is to ensure 
that leaves and debris does not collect on top of the structure.

Since the original submission the South Downs Local Plan has been adopted.

3 Relevant Planning History

SDNP/18/05955/FUL - Installation of roof net over artificial turf football pitch, facilitated 
by five additional steel posts measuring 3.5 metres high, and two additional posts 
measuring 6 metre high (DESCRIPTION AMENDED 14/01/2019) - Permitted 
01/03/2019.



4 Consultations 

Parish Council Consultee - Comments awaited.

EH - Land and Property - Comments awaited.

5 Representations

No representations received as of 19/07/2019. Consultation is still ongoing until 
25/07/2019. Any representations will be considered before determination.

6 Planning Policy Context

Applications must be determined in accordance with the Development Plan unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. The statutory development plan in this area 
is the South Downs Local Plan 2014-2033 and any relevant minerals and waste 
plans. Other plans considered:

The development plan policies and other material considerations considered relevant 
to this application are set out in section 7, below.

National Park Purposes
The two statutory purposes of the SDNP designation are:

 To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage,  
 To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the 

special qualities of their areas.

If there is a conflict between these two purposes, conservation takes precedence. 
There is also a duty to foster the economic and social well being of the local community 
in pursuit of these purposes.  

7 Planning Policy 

Relevant Government Planning Policy and Guidance 
Government policy relating to National Parks is set out in English National Parks and 
the Broads: UK Government Vision and Circular 2010 and The National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) which was issued on 24 July 2018. The Circular and NPPF 
confirm that National Parks have the highest status of protection, and the NPPF states 
at paragraph 172 that great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing 
landscape and scenic beauty in national parks and that the conservation and 
enhancement of wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations and 
should be given great weight in National Parks.



National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
The following National Planning Policy Framework documents have been considered in 
the assessment of this application: 

The following policies from the Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan are relevant:
- BEP1 - Design
- BEP6 - The Settlement Policy Boundary

The development plan policies listed below have been assessed for their compliance 
with the NPPF and are considered to be compliant with the NPPF.

The following policies of the South Downs Local Plan are relevant to this application:
 

 Core Policy SD1 - Sustainable Development
 

 Core Policy SD2 - Ecosystems Services
 

 Strategic Policy SD4 - Landscape Character
 

 Strategic Policy SD5 - Design
 

 Development Management Policy SD11 - Trees, Woodland and Hedgerows
 

 Development Management Policy SD43 - New and Existing Community 
Facilities

 
 Development Management Policy SD46 - Provision and Protection of Open 

Space, Sport and Recreational Facilities and Burial grounds / Cemeteries

Partnership Management Plan
The South Downs Partnership Management Plan (SDPMP) was adopted on 3 
December 2013. It sets out a Vision and long term Outcomes for the National Park, as 
well as 5 year Policies and a continually updated Delivery Framework. The SDPMP is 
a material consideration in planning applications and has some weight pending 
adoption of the SDNP Local Plan. 

8 Planning Assessment

Determining Issues

1. Principle of the development
2. Impact of the proposal on the landscape character and the local area
3. Impact upon neighbouring amenities
4. Arboricultural implications
5. Impact on the South Downs National Park



Planning Considerations 

1. Principle of the development 

Policy BEP6 of the Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan identifies the site to be situated 
within the Settlement Policy Boundary.

Policy SD43 of the SDNP Local Plan states that development proposals for new 
community facility infrastructure will be permitted where the scale of the proposed 
infrastructure is proportionate to the local area. Policy SD46 of the SDNP Local Plan 
seeks to ensure provision is made for open space, sports and recreation facilities and 
that development protect existing facilities.

The application relates to the existing football pitch which is situated within the 
Petersfield Settlement Policy Boundary. The netting would help to improve the existing 
sport facility by reducing the conflict between its use and the nearby neighbouring 
properties.

As such, the principle of the proposal is acceptable, subject to all other relevant 
planning considerations and policies. 

2. Impact of the proposal on the landscape character and the local area

Policy SD5 of the SDNP Local Plan states that development proposals will only be 
permitted where they adopt a landscape-led approach and respect the local character, 
through sensitive and high quality design that makes a positive contribution to the 
overall character and appearance of the area. 

Policy SD4 of the SDNP plan states that development proposals will only be permitted 
where they conserve and enhance landscape character.

Even though the proposal would increase the overall bulk of the structure, the 
additional posts, panels and netting would be situated within the existing footprint of the 
MUGA. For this reason the positioning of the proposed works would be sympathetic to 
the existing structure and the proposal would not result in the loss of any additional 
recreational space.

The design of the 3.6 metre high posts would be similar to the existing posts. The 6 
metre high posts would be located in the centre of the north and south elevations of the 
enclosure which would result in the 'V Guard' roof being hipped on the east and west 
elevations. The 120mm mesh x 2 mm twine MUGA net would allow views to penetrate 
through, which would reduce its impact upon the surrounding area. The roof net would 
be sympathetic to the structure as it would be similar in appearance to the existing 'V 
Guard' panels.

The proposal would not result in an unacceptable impact upon the area as it would be 
positioned around and above the existing posts which are within the existing 
recreational area. 



The football pitch is also located in the centre of a residential location and therefore 
views of the structure would be restricted to the properties which surround the field. 
The proposal would therefore not impact upon the views of the wider landscape.

For the above reasons, the proposal is considered to be sympathetic to the existing 
MUGA and would not impact upon the character or appearance of the local area. The 
proposal would therefore comply with Policies SD4 and SD5 of the SDNP Local Plan.

3. Impact on the amenity of neighbouring properties 

The NPPF requires developments to provide a good level of amenity for all new and 
existing occupants of land and buildings. Policy SD5 of the Local Plan seeks to ensure 
that development has regard to avoiding harmful impact upon, or from, any 
surrounding uses and amenities.

The proposal would not result in an unacceptable impact in terms of neighbouring 
amenity as the additional 3.6 metre high posts would be similar in design to the existing 
posts. The 6 metre high posts would be located approximately 8 metres away from the 
closest neighbouring boundary of 1-6 Bramble Court, which consists of a 1.8 metre 
high closed boarded fence. The 6 metre high posts would measure 120 x 120mm in 
width and therefore would be in-keeping with the existing posts.

Both the boundary treatments and the distance from the proposal to the neighbouring 
properties would ensure that the posts and netting would not appear overbearing upon 
the closest neighbouring dwellings. The design and positioning of the new posts, 
panels and netting would also not result in any overshadowing upon the closest 
neighbouring properties by virtue of the design of the netting.

Furthermore, the proposal should improve the amenity of neighbouring properties as 
the netting would help to reduce the number of footballs which are kicked outside of the 
pitch and into neighbouring gardens.

The proposal would be sufficiently distanced, orientated and designed so as not to 
have an unacceptable effect on the amenities of the neighbouring properties, in 
particular to their outlook, privacy or available light and noise/disturbance matters, in 
compliance with Policy SD5 of the Local Plan and the NPPF.

4. Arboricultural implications

Policy SD11 of the Local Plan states that development proposals will be permitted 
where they conserve and enhance trees, hedgerows and woodlands.

There are mature trees and hedgerows located north of the site, which although not 
protected, have significant amenity value for the public open space.

The Arboricultural Officer was consulted on the original application and had no 
objection to the proposal, provided that any excavations in proximity to trees or hedges 
on the north boundary are undertaken by hand.



With the relevant condition, the amendments to the scheme are considered to be in 
compliance with SD11 of the Local Plan.

5. Impact on the South Downs National Park

The proposal is within the South Downs National Park and proposals within this area 
would not be permitted if they would harm the tranquillity and appearance of the 
landscape and any development must meet the purposes of the National Park. The 
proposal is for development to the existing football pitch. For this reason, it is 
considered that the proposal would not cause harm to the purposes of the National 
Park or have an adverse impact on the tranquility and appearance of the surrounding 
area.

9 Conclusion

The amendments to the previously approved scheme are considered to be acceptable 
as they would be sympathetic to the existing football pitch, would not detract from the 
character and appearance of the area and would not have an unacceptable impact on 
the amenities of neighbouring properties. The proposal would also not result in any 
impact upon the purposes of the SDNP. As such, the proposal is in compliance with 
the relevant policies of the SDNP Local Plan and the Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan.

10 Reason for Recommendation and Conditions

It is recommended that the application be Approved for the reasons and subject to the 
conditions set out below.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three 
years from the date of the original planning permission (SDNP/18/05955/FUL).
Reason - To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990

2. The development hereby permitted shall be constructed in accordance with the 
materials specified within the approved details, unless details of other suitable 
materials are otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.
Reason - To ensure that a harmonious visual relationship is achieved between the new 
and the existing developments.

3. Any excavations within proximity to the trees/hedges on the north boundary 
shall be undertaken by hand.
Reason - To ensure that trees, shrubs and other natural features to be retained are 
adequately protected from damage to health and stability.

4. Approved Plans

The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the plans 
listed below under the heading "Plans Referred to in Consideration of this Application".



Reason - For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

11. Crime and Disorder Implications 
11.1 It is considered that the proposal does not raise any crime and disorder implications. 

12. Human Rights Implications 
12.1 This planning application has been considered in light of statute and case law and any 

interference with an individual’s human rights is considered to be proportionate to the 
aims sought to be realised. 

13. Equality Act 2010 
13.1 Due regard has been taken of the South Downs National Park Authority’s equality duty 

as contained within the Equality Act 2010. 

14. Proactive Working 
In reaching this decision the local Planning Authority has worked with the applicant in a 
positive and proactive way, in line with the NPPF.

Contact Officer: Danielle Hall 
Tel: 01730 234293
email: Danielle.hall@easthants.gov.uk

Appendices Appendix 1 – Plans Referred to in Consideration of this
Application

SDNPA Consultees

Background 
Documents

Appendix 1 – Plans Referred to in Consideration of this Application

The application has been assessed and recommendation is made on the basis of the 
following plans and documents submitted:

Plan Type Reference Version Date on Plan Status
Application Form - 
Application Form

04.06.2019 Approved

Application Documents - Cil 
Form 0 - Additional 
Information

04.06.2019 Approved

Plans - Plan View A 009 25.06.2019 Approved
Plans - Elevation A:A and A 010 25.06.2019 Approved



B:B
Plans - Elevation C:C and 
D:D

A 011 25.06.2019 Approved

Plans - Axonometric View 1 A 012 25.06.2019 Approved
Plans - Axonometric View 2 A 013 25.06.2019 Approved

Reasons - For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.



Part 2 Item 1, The Green, Bramble Road, Petersfield

Proposed block plan



 Part 2 Item 1, The Green, Bramble Road, Petersfield

Elevations



Part 2 Item 1, The Green, Bramble Road, Petersfield

Proposed fencing, posts panels and alterations nets


